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1 This International preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and Is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, Including this cover sheet. v 

B This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, I.e. sheets of the description, claims andfcr drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report anoVbr sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 4 sheets. 



3. This report contains Indications, relating to the following Items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ll) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the International application 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office In response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as 'originally filed' 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17))' 

Description, Pages 

1-7 as published 

Claims! Numbers 

1-25 filed with telefax on 22.03.2005 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/1 as published 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

■ 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andtor 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andfor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the International application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as If (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report,) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

C$ Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 2-24 

No: Claims 1,25 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-25 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-25 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re ftemi 

Basis of the report 

1 Prior Art 

Reference may be made to the following documents: 

US-B1-6 250 548 (LOHRY KERMIT ET AL) 26 June 2001 (2001-06-26) 
US 2002/1 06620 A1 (BARNUM MICHEAL) 8 August 2002 (2002-08-08) 
US 2001/042005 A1 (Wl ELAND RALPH DAVID ET AL) 15 November 2001 
(2001-11-15) 

EP-A-0 420 354 (NEDAP NV) 3 April 1991 (1991-04-03) 
US 2002/143610 A1 (MUNYER ROBERT E) 3 October 2002 (2002-10-03) 
US-A-5 666 765 (MALPASS KENNETH B ET AL) 16 September 1997 (1997- 
09-16) 

US-A-4 236 066 (OLMSTEAD CHARLES H ET AL) 25 November 1980 (1980- 
11-25) 

2 Summary 

The independent claim is not clear. Its subject-matter is not new within the meaning 
of Article 33(2) PCT, due to which the requirements of the PCT are not met. 

BAltejrjrjLY 

q Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability 

3.1 Independent Claim 1 

The subject-matter of the independent claim 1 is a voting system, having a first 
regular operating function (A-Z, 01-40) and a second regular operating function (2). 
The first regular operating function are used to select at least one candidate, the 
second regular operating function are then operated to cast the vote and thus vote for 
this previously selected at least one candidate. Alternatively to the usage of the first 
regular operating function, additional operating functions (4, 5, 7, 8) may be used to 
select at least one candidate; again, the second regular operating function are then 



D1: 
D2: 
D3: 

D4: 
D5: 
D6: 



D7: 
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operated to cast the vote and thus vote for this previously selected at least one 
candidate. 

3.2 The distinction between the first regular operating function and the second regular 
operating function, in the wording of the claim, can only be made when the reference 
numerals are being considered. However, these numerals are by law in no way 
restricting the claim, due to which the claim itself is not clear (Article 6 PCX). In order 
to be able to establish an International Preliminary Examination Report which does 
include an opinion with regard novelty and/or inventive step/the IPEA has made the 
above assumptions. 

3.3 Document D1 , which is considered to be the closest prior art, discloses: 
A voting system, 

provided with regular operating functions (A-2, 01-40, 2) to regularly vote for at 
least one candidate (fig. 15, reference 65) and 

provided with additional operating functions (4, 5, 7, 8) located at or near a front 
side of the system for persons with a physical disability (The VTCB 98 has an 
electronic connector located at the front comer that allows an external device to 
be connected, upon request or as a standard feature, to provide input access 
for disabled voters, through a remote selection terminal (RST) 112. When the 
RST 1 12 is plugged in, activation of contest switches can be accomplished 
remotely through various means that will enable persons with disabilities to vote 
unassisted.", col 19, 1 37-44. The term "system", as claimed, is interpreted as 
comprising the known VTCB (98) and RST (112). Essentially, the claimed 
"system" is considered to correspond to what is displayed in fig 5 of D1 .) 
wherein the additional operating functions (4, 5, 7, 8) are designed for selecting 
at least one candidate ("(...) the voter desires that selection, the RST 1 1 2 
receives a stimulus from the voter and the selection is made", col 19, 1 47-48); 
wherein the regular operating functions are provided with regular selection 
functions (A-Z, 01-40) to select at least one candidate ("To make a selection, 
the voter presses the graphical mark corresponding to the selection and the 
underlying switch 100 is activated.", col 18, 1 23-25) and, 
other regular operating functions (2) to cast a vote for at least one selected 
candidate, wherein the other regular operating functions (2) are also needed to 
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cast a vote in combination with the additional operating functions (4. 5* 7, 8) // ^"$ 
("The "Cast Ballot" button 84 is well marked and set off by itself and is used by 
the voter to finalize his vote and have it recorded by the voting system: (...) Prior 
to pressing the "Cast Ballot" button 84, as the voter makes selections within a 
contest, the large-format, electronic, flat-panel display 11 0, or LCD screen, 
displays the contest in one of a plurality of alternate languages as selected by 
the TNC 50"; col 18, 1 60 - col 19, 1 3); 

wherein the regular selection functions are provided with an operating field (A-Z, 
01-40) with candidate fields for showing substantially all candidates eligible for 
election at the same time (fig. 26); 
■ wherein each candidate field is manually operable for selecting a corresponding 
vl * candidate ("To make a selection, the voter presses the graphical mark 

corresponding to the selection and the underlying switch 100 is activated.", col 
18, 1 23-25) and 

wherein the additional operating functions are provided with at least one 
selector (4, 5, 7, 8) for carrying out, in use, substantially all selections to be/ No 
made for choosing a candidate ("The RST 1 1 2 can employ any of several ^ 
means for sensing a stimulus from the disabled voter (...)", col 19, 1), 
wherein, the at least one selector (4) is located ator nearthe frontsid#_(F) of 
the voting system and wherein the at least one selector comprises a navigator, 
[for instance a joystick or arrow keys] ("(...) the voter desires that selection, the 
RST 1 12 receives a stimulus from the voter and the selection is made."; col 19 I 
47-48); and 

wherein the other regular operating functions comprise at least one voting key 
Q (2) for casttnga vote for at least one selected candidate said at least one voting 

key being |ajso[provided near and/or atthe f rontside _(F) of the voting system 
("Until the "Cast Ballot" button 84 is pressed, the voter is"free to change any and 
all selections simply by pressing another switch 100 involving that same 
contest.", col 43, 1 5-7, in combination with fig. 10). 

3.4 Considering the above, the subject-matter of independent claim 1 is not new within 
the meaning of Article 33(2) PCT. 

3.5 As a consequence to the above findings, the subject-matter of claim 25 is not new, 
either. 
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3.6 The features of the other dependent claims, insofar as they are not known from 
the documents cited in the Search Report for the same purpose as in the 
present application, are generally known to a person skilled in the art, and 
therefore, do not produce an inventive step. 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the International application 

4 Considering the findings under section 3.1 of this IPER, the claims are not clear 
within the meaning of Article 6 PCT. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A voting system provided with regular operating functions (A-Z, 01- 
40, 2) to regularly rote for at least one candidate and provided with 
additional operating functions (4, 5, 7, 6) located at or near a front aide of 
the system for persons with a physical Usability wherein the additional 
operating functions (4, 5, 7, 8) are designed for selecting at least one 
candidate wherein the regular operating functions are provided with 
regular selection functions (A-Z, 01-40) to select at least one candidate and 
other regular operating functions (2) to cast a vote for at least one selected 
candidate wherein the other regular operating functions (2) are also 
needed to cast a vote in combination with the additional operating 
functions (4, 5, 7, 8) wherein the regular selection functions are provided 
with an operating field (A-Z, 01-40) with candidate fields for showing 
substantial* all candidates eligible for election at the same time wherein 
each candidate field is manually operable for selecting a corresponding 
candidate and wherein the additional operating functions aro provided 
wxth at least one selector (4, 5, 7, 8) for carrying out, in use. substantially 
ell selections to be made for choosing a candidate, wherein the at least one 
selector (4) is located at or near the front side (F) of the voting system and 
wherein the at lea*t one selector comprises a navigator, for instance a 
joystick or arrow keys and wherein the other regular operating functions 
compnse at least one voting key (2 ) for casting a vote for at least one 
selected candidate said at least one voting key being also provided near 
and/or at the front side (F) of the voting system. . 
2- A system according to claim 1, wherein the at least one selector 
further comprises at least one keyboard (7, 8), for instance an 
alphanumeric keyboard (7) and/or numeric keyboard (8). 
3. A system according to claims 2, wherein, during use, coordinates of 
the candidate field to be chosen can be entered by means of said keyboard 
17, 8) to select a desired candidate. 
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4. A system according to any one of the preceding claims, provided 
with a number of light sources (6) to indicate a selection made by means of 
the additional operating functions (4, 5, 6, 7, 8). 

5. A system according to claim 4. wherein each candidate field is 
provided with a said light source (6). 

6. A system according to claim 4 or 5, wherein said light source (6) 
comprises at least one light and/or at least one LED. 

7. A system aadrding to at least claim 5, designed to make the light 
source (6) of a selected, but not yet fixed candidate field (1) flash during 
use. 

8. A system accruing to at least claim 5, designed to cause the light 
source (6) of a selected, but not yet fixed candidate field (1) to be 
continuously lighted during use. 

9- A system according to any one of the preceding claims, provided 
with at least one display (3) located at or near the fiont side (F> of the 
voting system, for instance to show operating instructions and/or 
information regarding a selected candidate. 

10. A system according to one or mora of the preceding claims, wherein 
the system is provided with a language selector (9), for instance a 
language key, to chose a language, for instance the language in which 
operatmg instruction are shown on a display (3) of the system, wherein 
the language selector is preferably located at or near said front side OT) 
U- A system according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein one 

or more operating keys (2, 7, 8, 9> of the system are provided with Braille 

synibols for operation by visually disabled persons. 

12 A system according to any one of the preceding claims, provided 

wrth a voice-response system and/or headphone for the purpose of 

operation of the voting system. 

13. A a^rd^ «, „, m , ^ prece<linfr ^ ^ 

casting several votes per election. 
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14. A system according to at least claim 2, wherein, during use, by 
means of operation of the alphanumeric keyboard, so-called "write-in" 
votes, at least votes for a candidate not listed, can be cast 

15. A system according to any preceding claim , wherein the candidate 
fields are arranged in columns (A-Z) and rows (01-40). 
15 ' -A system according to any preceding claim , wherein said 
additional operating functions (4. 5, 7, 8) are located substantially between 
said front side (F) and the said operating field (A-Z, 01-40). 

17. A system according to any preceding claim, wherein the additional 
operatic functions (4, 5, 7, 8) and the other regular operating functions 
(2) are located at or near the front aide &) of the system. 

18. A system according to ^preceding claim , wherein the regular 
selection functions (A-Z, 01-40) are located at a distance from the front 
side (F) of the system. 

19. A system according to any preceding claim, wherein the additional 
operating functions (4, 5, 7,8) are located substantially between the front 
*de (F5 of the system and the regular selection functions (A-Z, 01-40) 

20. A system according to any preceding claim, wherein the additional 
operating functions are redundant with respect to the regular selection 
functions. 

ij 21. A system according to any one of the preceding claims, provided 

with a voting table (10), wherein the voting table (10) comprises the 
candidate fields (A-Z, 01-40) and operating functions, wherein the 
operating functions comprise the regular operating functions and the 
additional operating functions (4, 5, 7, 8). 

«»*da* fields (A-Z, 0L4O, ra loctei Hhind agonal op^w 

tn© system. v 7 ux 

23. A system acc^di^ to any one of the preceding claims, wherein 
regular operating functions are substantially all located behind the 
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additional operating functions, viewed from the front Bide (F) 0 f the 
system. 

24. A system according to any one of the preceding claims, uprising- a 
full-face voting system. 

25. Use of a ostein according to any one of the preceding claims to vote 
for candidates during elections. 



t: 



AMENDED SHEET 



